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 There is a growing demand to feel a healing effect using a hot spring facility with 
a universal design.  Sometimes, it is impossible to experience a hot spring under the 
constraints	of	space	and	time	or	physical	impairment.		The	five-sense	images	of	the	hot	
spring	were	gleaned	from	a	questionnaire,	and	the	functions	of	the	pilot	unit	(devices	and	
materials for experiencing a hot spring (onsen) at home) were summarized to construct 
the	 virtual	 hot-spring-experience	 apparatus	 using	 the	 result	 of	 the	 questionnaire.	 	 It	 is	
clear that the unit can be built at a moderate price.  The functions of the unit involve 
visual, auditory, tactual, and olfactory senses except taste sense.  The important senses 
are visual, auditory and olfactory.  The visual and auditory senses can be experienced 
using a head-mounted display (HMD) and “YouTube.”  A mineral deposit was used to 
satisfy	the	subjective	olfactory	sense	in	a	home	bath.		The	tactual	sense	is	also	satisfied	
because the test subject really takes a bath.  In general, the images of a hot spring resort 
are a yukata (light cotton kimono) in summer, smoking steam, sulfur smell, open-air hot 
spring, sound of running the hot spring, and the rustle of leaves.  The taste for spring 
drinking water is salty.
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